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I hope you’re enjoying these summer days and finding at least a 

little time to slow down, pray, and simply rest in the Lord. This 

issue of The Herald has several things I think you’ll find worth-

while. I’m especially excited to introduce Living the Servant Mys-

teries: A Comprehensive Guide to the Diaconate, a new resource 

centered on helping us grow not simply in what we know about 

the diaconate, but in who Christ is calling us to become. You’ll 

also find my latest podcast on humility along with a new reflec-

tion on celibacy as the gift of an undivided heart. I’ve also includ-

ed several resources for formation and ongoing diaconal life that 

I believe are worth knowing about. As always, my hope is that 

something in these pages and on the website will encourage you 

to draw a little closer to Christ the Servant and, from that en-

counter, return to your family, parish, and ministry renewed in 

the joy of serving Him.  

Editor’s Corner 

Deacon Dom 

https://www.diaconalministries.org/
https://www.diaconalministries.org/newsletter
https://www.diaconalministries.org/books
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In this podcast, we enter Jesus’ parable of the wedding feast to con-

front one of the most subtle obstacles to holiness: the desire to be 

noticed. True humility isn’t simply choosing the lowest seat; it’s be-

coming free from comparison, recognition, and applause so that we 

can joyfully accept whatever place Christ has prepared for us. For 

the deacon, this lies at the heart of our vocation: the stole isn’t a 

badge of honor, but a sign that we’ve been configured to Christ the 

Servant—the One who kneels, washes feet, embraces the Cross, 

and gives Himself away in love. 

The Chair Reserved for You 
Humility and the Heart of the Servant 

In this reflection, celibacy in the diaconate is explored not primarily in terms of what 

a man surrenders, but as a deeper invitation to give himself completely to Christ. 

Whether embraced before ordination or encountered unexpectedly through the 

death of a beloved wife, celibacy calls the deacon toward an undivided heart 

—one increasingly free to belong to Christ the Servant and to His people.  

Through prayer, Eucharistic communion, married love, grief, solitude,  

and service, even loss can become part of a renewed self-gift. Ultimate- 

ly, celibacy reveals something essential about the diaconate itself:  

before service is something we do, it is someone we become, until  

the whole of our life can become a simple offering to Christ— 

“I am yours...let it all become a gift.”  

Meditations on Christ the Servant 

Latest Reflection: Celibacy: The Gift of an Undivided Heart 

Special Appeal 

Diaconal Ministries is completely self-supported 

and receives no financial assistance from any or-

ganization. If you like content of the website and 

want it to continue , please  consider a donation. 

Even a small amount is appreciated. Thanks, 

In Jesus and Mary, 

 Deacon Dom 

https://www.diaconalministries.org/chairreserved
https://www.diaconalministries.org/reflections
https://www.diaconalministries.org/supportus
https://www.diaconalministries.org/
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https://www.diaconalministries.org/evaluation
https://www.diaconalministries.org/
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The resources in this newsletter are not paid advertisements. They reflect organizations, publications, and initiatives with 

which Deacon Dom has been personally associated or has found beneficial in his ministry. Their inclusion is offered solely 

as a service to deacons seeking faithful, enriching resources for their spiritual and pastoral life.  

https://nadd.dragonforms.com/loading.do?omedasite=nadd_deacon_paidn_arn&PK=0126DD


5 

EveryDayDeacon brings Catholic deacons and their 
wives together in a vibrant online community for ongo-
ing formation, spiritual growth, meaningful discussion, 
and mutual support. Grow alongside those who under-
stand your vocation.  

Strengthen Your Ministry, Deepen Your Calling  Strengthen Your Ministry, Deepen Your Calling  

https://franciscanathome.com/fdf
https://www.sanctifind.com/everydaydeacon/

