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Welcome back! Before we begin, let me offer a brief apology for missing our June issue. Over the past 

several weeks, I have been fully immersed in bringing to publication Living the Servant Mysteries, 

what is, to my knowledge, the first comprehensive textbook devoted to the theology and spirituality 

of the permanent diaconate (see availability below). It has been a labor of love, and I look forward to 

sharing more about it in the months ahead. 

For those joining us for the first time, welcome to The Herald newsletter. Each month we provide links 

to a variety of free resources available on the Diaconal Ministries website, including our monthly vid-

eo podcast, blog, spiritual reflections, books, presentations, and other materials designed to support 

deacons, those in formation, clergy, and all who seek to deepen their understanding of Christ the 

Servant. If you find these resources helpful, I encourage you to invite a friend or fellow deacon to visit 

the website and subscribe to the newsletter. While a subscription is not required to access these re-

sources, it is the easiest way to stay informed about new content as it becomes available. 

 

Editor’s Corner 

Deacon Dom 

https://www.diaconalministries.org/
https://www.diaconalministries.org/newsletter
https://www.diaconalministries.org/books
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In this podcast, I invite you to look beyond the remarkable growth 

of the permanent diaconate since the Second Vatican Council and 

ask what God may be revealing to the Church through this extraor-

dinary restoration. Together we'll explore how the rapid expansion 

of the diaconate is not merely a matter of increasing numbers, but a 

sign of Christ the Servant continuing to shape the Church's mission 

 

More than Numbers 
What Growth in the Diaconate May Be Saying to the Church 

in our time. My hope is that this reflection will help you see the diaconate—and indeed the vocation 

of every Christian—with renewed eyes, recognizing that authentic greatness in the Church is always 

found in humble service.  

These reflections, drawn from Deacon Dominic’s prayer and pastoral experience, offer concise yet pen-

etrating meditations on Christ the Servant and the vocation to serve in His name. Rooted in Scripture 

and the lived reality of diaconal ministry, they invite a deeper interior life, leading the reader to let 

communion with the Lord overflow into concrete acts of charity.  

Meditations on Christ the Servant 
Latest Reflection: Stupidity and the Identity of the Diaconate 

Given the dignity and importance of the permanent diaconate, what is ex-
pected of you? As Christians we must not be ashamed to speak of the quali-
ties of a servant to which all believers must aspire, and especially deacons, 
whose ordination rite describes them as “servants of all”. A deacon must be 
known for fidelity, integrity and obedience, and so it is that fidelity to Christ, 
moral integrity and obedience to the bishop must mark your lives, as the ordi-
nation rite makes clear. 

Pope John Paul II Address to Permanent Deacons 
Ford Auditorium, Detroit, September 19, 1987 

What the SSPX Crisis Can Teach Deacons  

The recent actions of the Society of St. Pius X (SSPX) have once again 
drawn attention to the vital relationship between truth, authority, 
and ecclesial communion within the life of the Church. In this reflec-
tion, Deacon Dominic Cerrato moves beyond the headlines to exam-
ine the deeper spiritual lessons these events offer those called to the 
diaconate. Grounded in Scripture, the Catechism of the Catholic 
Church, and the theology of Holy Orders, the article explores how a 
deacon's ministry must always be exercised in humble obedience, fi-
delity to the Magisterium, and communion with the bishop and the 
Successor of Peter.  

https://www.diaconalministries.org/morethannumbers
https://www.diaconalministries.org/reflections
https://www.diaconalministries.org/blog
https://www.vatican.va/content/john-paul-ii/en/speeches/1987/september/documents/hf_jp-ii_spe_19870919_diaconi-permanenti-detroit.html
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Your support of Diaconal Ministries makes it possible to 

strengthen deacons in their identity as servants of Christ 

and to provide the spiritual, theological, and pastoral re-

sources they need to serve the Church with confidence 

and charity. By partnering in this mission, you help deep-

en the interior life of the deacon, renew his ministry, and 

extend Christ’s love to those he is called to serve. 

Help Support Us 

EveryDayDeacon brings Catholic deacons and their 
wives together in a vibrant online community for ongo-
ing formation, spiritual growth, meaningful discussion, 
and mutual support. Grow alongside those who under-
stand your vocation.  

Strengthen Your Ministry, Deepen Your Calling  Strengthen Your Ministry, Deepen Your Calling  

https://www.diaconalministries.org/supportus
https://www.sanctifind.com/everydaydeacon/
https://www.diaconalministries.org/evaluation


4 

The resources in this newsletter are not paid advertisements. They reflect organizations, publications, and initiatives with 

which Deacon Dom has been personally associated or has found beneficial in his ministry. Their inclusion is offered solely 

as a service to deacons seeking faithful, enriching resources for their spiritual and pastoral life.  

https://nadd.dragonforms.com/loading.do?omedasite=nadd_deacon_paidn_arn&PK=0126DD
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https://www.diaconalministries.org/
https://franciscanathome.com/fdf

